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Three more countries set to join
BRICS - official

The kingdom, along with Turkey and Egypt, may apply next year, the
BRICS Forum president told Russian media

4 s A Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Egypt plan
! EEERTASA % TR = HE to join BRICS, and their potential
BRICS X1V BRICS SUMMIT membership bids could be discussed

. om- e = S ey and answered at next year's summit in
South Africa, Purnima Anand, the
president of the organization, told
Russian media on Thursday.

“All these countries have shown their
| interest in joining [BRICS] and are

.| preparing to apply for membership. |
BN believe this is a good step, because
expansion is always looked upon
favorably; it will definitely bolster
BRICS' global influence,” she told
Russian newspaper lzvestia.
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EU may cut financial aid to Ukraine -
Bloomberg
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Back in March, the European Commission
proposed a €9 billion ($9 billion) loan to
Ukraine that would be backed by the
guarantees of EU members' governments.
However, so far the bloc has managed to
agree only on a first tranche worth €1
billion, which was unveiled on Tuesday.

According to Bloomberg, the hang up is
because Germany tried to convince the
EU to provide non-refundable grants through the International Monetary Fund rather than loans to Kiev.
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