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UK inflation hits 40-year high

Consumer prices rose 9.4% in June amid the worsening cost of living crisis

Inflation in Britain accelerated at a faster
pace than expected in June and hit 9.4%
year-on-year, the highest increase since
February 1982, according to data released
by the Office for National Statistics on
Wednesday.

The Consumer Prices Index was expected
to rise by 9.3% in June, from 9.1% in May.
Prices for motor fuels and food made the
largest upward contributions to the
change, the UK'’s statistics body said.

According to its figures, the annual
vy Gonzaloz | Rictres: via Gelly tmages increase for transport was 15.2%. The
prices of food and non-alcoholic beverage
surged by 9.8% from a year ago, the most
since March 2009.
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South American trade bloc snubs
Zelensky

The Ukrainian president will not be allowed to address the Mercosur
summit, AFP reports

South America's Mercosur trade bloc
has declined a request by Ukrainian
President Vladimir Zelensky to speak at
its summit, host nation Paraguay said on
Wednesday, according to the AFP news
agency.

Mercosur members Argentina, Brazil,
Uruguay and Paraguay failed to reach
an agreement on whether to invite the
Ukrainian leader, Deputy Foreign
Minister, Raul Cano said, albeit refusing
to name the countries that opposed the
move.

“There was no consensus on such

communication, that's why the Ukrainian
counterpart has already been informed that under current circumstances there are no conditions allowing to
speak with the president of Ukraine in the Mercosur format,” the minister explained.
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