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EU ports ready to accept Russian
fertilizers — UN

Secretary-General Guterres says he spoke with EU leaders this week about
lifting sanctions on Russian fertilizer exports

Major European ports have signaled their
readiness to facilitate the export of Russian
fertilizers, UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said in an interview with RIA
Novosti, published on Saturday.

“We are... in contact with the ports. We
have received positive signals from
Rotterdam, from the Finnish port of Kotka.
We are also in discussions with Antwerp
and Hamburg. So we are very attentive to
this problem and very committed to solving
= . It the official said in response to a question
~~ | on the export of Russian fertilizers.

In July, a multilateral agreement was signed

in Istanbul freeing up Ukrainian grain

exports via the Black Sea and lifting
restrictions on Russian grain and fertilizer exports. While Western sanctions do not technically restrict the sale of
Russian agricultural produce, the measures still affect shipping, posing problems to payments and insurance of
Russian cargo, among other things.
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Donbass republic eyes vote on joining
Russia RFYAZEHE. OVFADNBEZEH< ZBEISEE

The Lugansk Civic Chamber has called on the republic’s leadership to
“immediately” hold a referendum

A "referendum” on joining Russia should be
ﬁ _ . held “immediately,” the Civic Chamber of

C POCCHEH the Lugansk People's Republic (LPR) said
acernial i on Monday. The body addressed the LPR’s

leader, Leonid Pasechnik, as well as the

~ republic’s legislature, urging them to speed

. up the process and hold the vote as soon

as possible.

N “The residents of Donbass made their
choice back in 2014 at the self-
determination referendum of the Lugansk
People’s Republic, and all these years we
have been waiting and believing that the
second one will definitely follow, which will

fulfill our dream of returning home — to the
Russian Federation,” the deputy head of

the Chamber, Lina Vokalova, stated.
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Dengonkan Statement No.15
Do not intervene in the independence of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Tokuo Hayakawa, Director / Ikuro Anzai and Hidetsugu Katsuragawa, Deputy Directors

It has been ten years since the establishment of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, which was
created out of a reflection on the failure to prevent the accident at TEPCO's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant. The Commission is a so-called ‘Article 3 Committee' as defined in Article 3 of the National
Government Organization Act, and has independent authority, with no other authorities or ministers
able to intervene in the Commission's decisions.

Recently, however, pressure on the committee from the political and business worlds has
increased rapidly: in July 2022, the top three officials of the Nuclear Regulation Authority (i.e. Director
General, Deputy Director General and Nuclear Regulation Technical Supervisor), the secretariat that
supports the Nuclear Regulation Commission, were all appointed from the Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry, a move that was unthinkable immediately after the Fukushima nuclear accident. Already
in June 2020, at a LDP committee meeting, pro-nuclear lawmakers criticized the Nuclear Regulation
Authority officials, saying that it was important to pass the examination as soon as possible, and, in April
2022, Prime Minister Kishida said, "We must pursue how far we can go in restarting nuclear power
plants while streamlining and improving the efficiency of the Regulatory Commission's safety reviews",
in which he even referred to the nature of the safety review from the standpoint of accelerating the
resumption of nuclear power plant operations. The Federation of Economic Organizations (Keidanren),
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and others have also called for extending the operation period
and speeding up the review process. The political and business worlds now seem to be on the offensive,
probably with the intention of using the worsening power situation in Europe, where energy prices have
soared in the wake of the Ukrainian conflict, as a "tailwind".

The Regulatory Commission has emphasized 'transparency’ in its review processes and has
maintained a policy of making its meetings open to the public in principle. The power companies have
demanded that the preliminary hearings be closed to the public in order to have a frank discussion, but
Chairman Fuketa has countered that safety cannot be improved without open and frank discussion.

Severe accidents occur because of underestimating natural threats and overestimating human
technological achievement in favor of economic efficiency.

Having lost the past, present and future of our homeland by the Fukushima nuclear accident,
we fundamentally oppose to making the country's energy production dependent on nuclear power and
seek to realize a nuclear-free society without nuclear weapons or nuclear power. We sincerely hope that
until that goal is achieved, nuclear disasters will never occur again, and we oppose any attacks, pressure
or intervention against the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

20 September 2022.



