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From Nurseries to Nazis, Part 1

The shocking “education” of children in Ukraine
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Rudling attributes the Nazis’ "particularly brutal” occupation of Belarus to two
key factors: First, the country was home to a thriving community of Ashkenazi
lews (20 percent of whom were killed during the Holocaust), and second, its
landscape of swamps and forests was well suited for guerrilla warfare. Acts of
resistance by partisans led, in turn, to widespread massacres of civilians—like
what happened in Khatyn, located around 30 miles north of the capital city of
Minsk.

Diaries, archival records and eyewitness accounts studied by Rudling suggest
that a group of 75 Belarusian partisans ambushed the Schutzmannschaft
Battalion 118, an auxiliary unit dominated by collaborationist Ukrainians, on
the morning of March 22. For every German soldier stationed on the
Belarusian front line, between 15 and 20 collaborators were on hand to help
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